We cannot separate yesterday's murder from the structure of white-supremacist power in the
United States. The police, the judges, the politicians have for the entirety of this nation's history
grounded their political base in the violent suppression and exploitation of people of color. Only
now, when it has become politically opportune, have the Democrats and reformers made any
effort to express their supposed opposition to alt-right and neo-nazi mobilization. But where was
their outrage when the Traditionalist Youth Network was forming itself right here in Bloomington?
Where were they when
motorists were threatening and on numerous actions
attempting to drive through peaceful demonstrations on these very streets?
Refining laws and electing politicians cannot dismantle white supremacy. The way to Honor
Heather Heyer is to live as she died, fighting. It's easier to attend SURJ meetings, finally cut
your dreadlocks, and check off your daily call-a-congressman, than to struggle to materially,
actually dismantle a centuries-old system of white power. With neo-nazis now openly marching
and murdering leftists, let's not get distracted with individual gestures of allyship, attending vigils
to express abstract "solidarity", or with electing one more Democrat, Republican, or
"independent" who professionally pretends to solve the problem for us.
The truth is that the terrorist violence in Charlottesville did not magically appear out of nowhere.
Fascists like the neo-nazis marching in Charlottesville, or the back-to-the-land white
supremacists down in Paoli (that the Herald Times so enthusiastically promoted), do not appear
out of nowhere. They are a paramilitary force, working on the same project of white power as
Trump and the Fraternal Order of Police that endorsed him. You don't have to look as far as
Charlottesville to see the violence of white supremacy in action. To be fair, focus is hard. It's
difficult to train your eye on what's important in life, especially when there are distracting, easy
answers at hand.
Politicians and their local "organizer" allies know this, and their game (of thrones) is one of
redirection. But if we take the question of fighting white supremacy seriously enough to take the
time to refocus, it's clear that there is plenty of work to be done right here, at our fingertips.
The Bloomington Police Department plays their PR game carefully. But even then, it's a very
thin veil over their classist and racist violence. It's not a coincidence that the largest anti-racist
movement in recent history, the Black Lives Matter movement, focused on dismantling the
power of the police. It's not a coincidence that it was a police officer in an unmarked car who
was most recently threatened a peaceful Bloomington demonstration outside the jail (in defense
of recently arrested homeless neighbors and friends). The BPD and Monroe County Jail have a
recent and decades-old history of violence against people of color and the socio-economically
excluded in Bloomington. It’s time to look at the whole system which perpetuates white
supremacy, which includes BPD, and fight back.

