
REMEMBER 
THE OTHER 
9/11.

For much of the population, September 11 marks the 
anniversary of the infamous terrorist attacks on the 
World Trade Center and the Pentagon.  But for the peo-
ple of Chile, much of Latin America, and democratic 
reformers at large, it marks another significant anni-
versary.

On the morning of September 11, 1973, all branches of 
the Chilean Armed Forces had conspired to wrest con-
trol of the country from democratically-elected leader 
Salvador Allende. Allende, having been tipped about 
the military’s activities, held his ground in his Presi-
dential palace, La Moneda.

After Allende refused to negotiate or surrender, Gener-
al Augusto Pinochet ordered a siege on the compound 
accompanied by military helicopter gunships and Air 
Force bombers. Salvador Allende died during the me-
lee, apparently by his own hand, and a military junta 
took power headed by General Pinochet.

It is well documented that the US government, through 
the CIA, played a key role in the overthrow of the Al-
lende government.

The new order in Chile saw massive economic reforms 
take effect. An alarming number of people were im-
prisoned and tortured under his rule. Over three thou-
sand people are estimated to have been killed during 
Pinochet’s 17 year reign.

PInochet himself was eventually arrested in London in 
1998, and faced with the unpleasant prospect of having 
to answer for his crimes.

The anniversary of Chile’s 9/11 is an occasion to ask 
what have been the impacts of the coup, and the dicta-
torship that followed?

The Chicago Conspiracy is a documentary three years 
in the making by Subversive Action Films. The project 
was filmed in Chile, and the story extends into the Ma-
puche indigenous lands of Wallmapu. The concept for 
the film was born with the death of a former military 
dictator. We celebrated in the streets of Santiago with 
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thousands of people after hearing the news: General 
Augusto Pinochet was dead. We celebrated both his 
death and the implication that the political and eco-
nomic system which put him in power might itself be 
mortal. We began this documentary with the death of 
a dictator, but we continue with the legacy of a dicta-
torship.

The Chicago Conspiracy takes its name from the ap-
proximately 25 Chilean economists who attended the 
University of Chicago and other prestigious universi-
ties beginning in the 1960s to study under the neolib-
eral economists Milton Friedman and Arnold Harberg-
er. After embracing Friedman’s neoliberal ideas, these 
economists returned to assist Pinochet’s military re-
gime in imposing free market policies. They privatised 
nearly every aspect of society, and Chile soon became 
a classic example of free market capitalism under the 
barrel of a gun.

The Chicago Conspiracy is about today. Following a 
national plebiscite in 1988, Pinochet ended his rule in 
1990. The political classes in Chile only allowed the 
country to vote an end to the dictatorship out of grow-
ing fear of armed insurrection. 1990 brought a demo-
cratic government to Chile that continues to further 
the same neoliberal economic policies that were put 
into place by the dictatorship. Throughout the film, we 
follow the social discontent that exists to this day. We 
explore the legacy of a dictatorship.

The Chicago Conspiracy is about the students who 
fight a dictatorship-era educational law put into place 
on the last day of military rule. Over 700,000 students 
went on strike in 2006 to protest the privatized educa-
tional system. Police brutally repressed student march-
es and occupations.

The Chicago Conspiracy is about the Day of the Youth 
Combatant. March 29 is not only about the Vergara 
brothers–it is a day to remember all youth combat-
ants who have died under the dictatorship and current 
democratic regime.

The Chicago Conspiracy is about the neighborhoods 
lining the outskirts of Santiago. They were originally 
land occupations, and later became centers of armed 
resistance against the military dictatorship. A number 
of them, such as la Victoria and Villa Francia, continue 
as areas of confrontational discontent to this day.

The Chicago Conspiracy is about the Mapuche conflict. 
The Mapuche people valiantly resisted Spanish occupa-
tion, and continue to resist the Chilean state and the 
multinational corporations who strip Mapuche territo-
ry for forestry plantations, mines, dams, and farming 
plantations. 

The Chicago Conspiracy is a response to a global con-
spiracy of neoliberalism, militarism, and authoritari-
anism.


