
FIGHT SOCIAL CLEANSING IN B-TOWN
First, BPD increased harassment of the homeless by issuing 

repeated tickets for such trivial offenses as jaywalking, being 
in city parks after dark, and panhandling. Many people found 

short-term shelter inside the city jail. Then it was announced 
that the Genesis shelter would not open for summer, thus 
marking the first time in 4 years that Bloomington has not 

had a low-barrier shelter. An outpouring of letters and phone-
calls to the city from concerned residents was met with stony 

disregard, with officials insisting that it would be a waste of 
resources to fund more shelter space in Bloomington. Social 

work students organized over 200 volunteers to staff a 
summer shelter, but are thus far unable to find a space.

For the first few nights after the low-barrier shelter closed, my 
friends and I did safety-watch for folks sleeping on the street. 

This involved hanging out in areas where we knew those without 
shelter might be in order to provide a buffer between them, and 
the police and inebriated students who might harass them. We 

quickly learned of other needs, for food, tents, blankets, 
transportation, etc., and tried to meet those needs as best we 

could. Some even welcomed particularly vulnerable people into 
their homes. We heard the stories of many of those experiencing 

homelessness as we shared time together, and we built or 
strengthened existing bonds of affinity.

A huge rainstorm approached Bloomington about a week after 
Genesis closed. Desperate, some friends gathered again to figure 

out what more we could do. After many long and arduous 
conversations, we decided to erect a large military tent that 

had been bought during the occupation of People’s Park in 
fall 2011. Once the tent was up, people made the space more 

hospitable by getting pallets, tarps, blankets, pillows, straw, 
sheets, garbage cans, a port-o-potty, battery-operated lanterns, 

medical supplies, food, etc. into and arranged in the space. Much 
of this was donated by people who had heard about the tent on 

11th street by word of mouth or the newspaper. A few chose to 
spend the night to provide needed care and a wakeful set of eyes 

for the safety of those sleeping. Folks with and without shelter 
worked together to create an environment of mutual sharing and 

care.

Now the city is trying to shut this temporary emergency 
shelter down. This tent was put up in the most legal way 
possible, on private property with the owners’ permission, yet 
those in power have decided to use petty zoning issues as 
an excuse to take away this last refuge. Zoning officials have 
said it is “all political” and that our only chance is to put 
pressure on the mayor’s office. Mayor Kruzan has argued 
that homeless shelters simply attract people from outside the 
city, and has used this as a basis to deny additional support 
for the 75 plus people currently without a proper roof over 
their heads. We are told that, starting on Monday, owners of 
the property will be issued citations with fines of up to $2,500 
per day until the tent and all its guests are removed.
 People who’ve been spending the night at the makeshift 
shelter on 11th street are literally fighting for their lives. 
We do not intend to go quietly. 

Meet at 10 AM on Monday, April 29th at the “bear’s grove” 
outside the Monroe County Public Library for a march to 
city hall to show those in power that we know what they’re up 
to, and that we will not allow them to kick out the homeless to 
make Bloomington into a “cleaner” or “more attractive” place 
for those with money.
Join us in demanding from the mayor: more time for the 
emergency shelter, an end to police harassment of sleeping 
people, and a permanent summer shelter.

Mayor Mark Kruzan- Phone: (812) 349-3406 
Fax: (812) 349-3455   Email: mayor@bloomington.in.gov

People have to be able to rest somewhere without being
 

harassed by the cops or it has effectively become illegal to be 

homeless and those without houses have two options: get
 

out of town or go to jail. Kruzan wants to rid Bloomington
 

of certain social groups... 

We won't let that happen.

SUPPORT LOW-BARRIER SHELTERS
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