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Uncontrollables in New York and California have 
called for May 1st, 2012 to be a national general 
strike.  Historically, General Strike has meant 
nobody and nothing works – an all-out attempt to 
halt the forces of production in their tracks.  This 
tactic is limited: capitalism doesn’t only entail the 
(re)production of commodities, but also the (re)
production of values, roles, images, relationships, 
etc.  These mechanisms are so thoroughly interlaced 
through every aspect of our lives that the simple – 
though powerful – act of refusing to go to work on a 
given day or days won’t simply force the machine to a 
grinding halt.  

This temporary refusal of work also disregards those 
of us who find ourselves unemployed, precariously 
employed, or laboring in the home and private 
spheres.  These roles are a part of capitalism’s 
mechanism for ensuring a competitive and passive 
workforce, and ensuring that the productive labor 
forces can continue functioning as normal.     

The general strike, however, has the potential to push 
beyond the received categories of labor, opening up 
the possibilities of interrupting capitalist normality 
and the mass refusal of roles.  Thus, we find affinity 
with the spirit of the general strike, and would 
like to issue a call out for a series of decentralized, 
autonomous actions, this May Day, in Bloomington, 
and the re-appropriation of the term General Strike.  
Invent a new definition, to be utilized and shared 
with others.  What can it mean for you, for us, here, 
now?  

Capitalism isn’t “broken,” as some claim, but 
a system whose sole purpose is the production of 
commodities and the exploitation of workers of all 
stripes.  Reforms and improvements to this system 
may alleviate certain strains on our day-to-day lives, 
but the basic relation will remain unchanged.  If we 
don’t immediately demand everything, we’ll remain 
where we stand, with next to nothing. 

Some ideas for getting started:

1. Get together with your friends, coworkers, 
classmates, neighbors, and others who are fed up 
with their conditions.  

2. If you so desire, become heavily intoxicated with 
one or more of the following: caffeine, literature, 
alcohol, music, camaraderie.  Scream obscenities at 
passing cars and each other, punch inanimate objects 
and each other (consensually, please), wil’ out, allow 
yourselves to become consumed by your collective 
rage toward this world.  Good. 

3. Now, get organized.  Carefully, tactically, plot the 
destruction of the existent.  Plan for this May Day to 
be unforgettable and unmatchable- until next year 
of course. Here are some ideas to get you started, 
however, the only really interesting question is how 
to combine them:

publications, propaganda & counter-information 
street theatre · workplace sabotage, theft, slow 
downs, etc. · picnics · flash mobs · flash robs (collective 
expropriations of stores) · vandalism ·  demonstrations, 
mobile or stationary  · occupations · roving pickets      
the possibilities are endless!  

Send announcements & communiqués, death 
threats & love letters to: rififi@riseup.net

Look at: rififi.noblogs.org

A call for decentralized actions 
& unlimited general strike.


