
The Idea That Occupying Space Without Permission Could Be A Political Act 

This came after many peo-
ple, disillusioned by the 
stale, dead stench of the dif-
ferent forms of “civic en-
gagement” we’ve inherited 
(marches and pamphleteer-
ing appealing to citizens; in-
sults, boycotts, and appeals 
for dialogue to CEOs and 
university trustees; petitions 
on Facebook, emails, and 
voting to the politicians), 
ceased to take part in them. 
The ineffectiveness of these 
methods in confronting coor-
dinated legislative attacks on 
workers (the “right to work” 
bill), immigrants (racist anti-
immigrant bills), students 
(tuition increases), and wom-
en (defunding Planned Par-
enthood) in the spring before 
the occupations proved to us 
that anything short of taking 
power ourselves would be a 
useless half-measure.

And once again, occupation, 
our most current tactic is 
being mocked not just by 
those who justify their own 
inaction but also by those 
who seek outright to maintain 
the inequalies we oppose 
for their own selfish gains. 
This sea change is surely 
welcomed by the city and 
university, who plotted from 
the first day of the occupation 
of People’s Park for an end 
to the visible representation 
of the questioning of their 
legitimacy. Don’t forget 
that the city seized upon our 
winter weakness and evicted 
us during a time when 30,000 
students were away at home. 
Don’t forget that while they 
did this they blocked traffic 
within two blocks of the park 
to hide the city’s shame, not 
just from students but from 
locals as well.

It’s time for new tactics – 
it’s time to surprise them 
again. Occupation has a long 
history in people’s struggles 
against unanswering power, 
and we must unbury this 
history to rediscover forms 
of empowerment with real 
teeth. This world needs new 
players, and we don’t need 
their poli-sci courses to tell 
us what the right moves are.

Let them wish we were still merely surviving in their rental houses, dorms, computer labs – everywhere 
we’ve submitted ourselves to the homogenization of our labor: tapping away on keyboards, taking 
15-minute breaks to buy another energy drink, taking our Tylenol or Ritalin and looking at all the other 

people on their “social” networking sites.

Some will 

Others will 

Became A Reality Last Fall In Bloomington. 

It’s An Early Spring – Let’s Make 
Them Wish It Weren’t.

History and Incitement for Occupy Bloomington

act.

behave.  

With love, I.U. (Indiana Uncontrollables)


