
If you’re angry about tuition, the cockroaches at 
Redbud Apartments, student debt or any of the rest of 
the shit here at IU; 

If you understand that the changes at IU are not 
incidental but are part of an austerity program that 
should be opposed; 

If you’re fed up with campus apathy and would 
prefer the excitement and responsibility of collective 
struggle; 

A FINAL WARNING:
The struggle belongs to those who fight, 

not to those who want to control the struggle.

With love, 
IU (Indiana Uncontrollables)

A Modest Proposal for 
AUTONOMOUS

STUDENT
STRUGGLE

(Or, How to overturn power at IU 
before the end of the semester.)

Then...

Resources:
Documents from the 2009-2010 campus 
occupations movement:

occupyca.wordpress.com

reoccupied.wordpress.com

afterthefallcommuniques.info (includes a how-to guide for 

occupations at the end of the After The Fall document)

Anti-austerity and student struggles, etc. 
in Greece:

occupiedlondon.org/blog

Local resources:

facebook.com/OccupyIU

rififibloomington.wordpress.com



Oppose the administration’s austerity program 
with the possibility of generalizing rebellion 
and open dissent at IU.  When figuring out 
whether he can politically afford another round 
of fee hikes, President McRobbie should have 
to calculate whether they will lead to building 
occupations across campus.  This threat will 
be all the more effective if it comes not from a 
single large representative organization that the 
administration could buy off or repress, but from 
a whole network of self-organized autonomous 
groups with overlapping but distinct goals 
based on their different starting points (dorms, 
departments, etc.).

A new student movement will be strong to the 
degree that there are a multiplicity of demands 
and tactics, but here are a few means that make 
sense to us:

Get organized on your own.  Sit down 
with friends and/or people in your dorm or department, and anyone 
who shares your interests.  Talk about your specific complaints and 
determine how these relate to the wider issues being raised across 
campus, such as tuition hikes or staff layoffs.  Figure out a localized 
strategy for getting what you want.

Only after this, link up with others 
across campus.  Occupy IU is a useful tool.  Remem-
ber, though, that Occupy IU is just an assembly, not a traditional 
student group.  There’s not a membership list, it won’t solve your 
problems, and it won’t represent you to the administration.  You can, 
however, use it to meet people and coordinate your struggles with 
theirs.

Traditional negotiations are no 
longer useful in our situation.  
Dialogue about tuition hikes and austerity isn’t even on the table for 
the trustees and the administration.  The representative organizations 
for students and campus workers do more to neutralize our anger 
than to actually advocate for us.  Rather than rely on methods and 
organizations that have failed to stop the past decade of tuition hikes 
(and haven’t even contested them), we want to suggest something 
different:

Think 
ambitiously 

about next 
steps:  linking 

up with workers 
and faculty 
on campus, 

solidarity with 
undocumented 

students who 
are being 

excluded from IU, 
student strikes, 
shutting down 

the trustees’ 
meetings, etc.  

Improvise your 
own methods, 
either starting 

with our 
suggestions or 

disregarding 
them entirely.  
The important 

thing is to 
finally put to 

rest these long 
years when the 
administration 
could count on 

our passivity and 
apathy in order 

to carry out their 
plans for campus 
and for our lives.

Take responsibility for making sure that 
resistance is visible in your corner of 
campus.  Shout announcements while stand-
ing on tables at your cafeteria.  Cover the walls in 
chalk, posters (especially ones you write yourself!), 
street art or more permanent things.  By decentral-
izing this task, we can easily reverse IU’s apathetic 
appearance.

Organize and attend assemblies.  Don’t 
assume there are fixed demands in an autonomous 
student movement.  The whole point is that we 
should constantly define and redefine our struggles, 
so we should facilitate spaces where people can 
meet and speak out for the first time.

Carry out easy and reproducible actions.  
Banner drops and flash occupations are excel-
lent examples.  The administration is prepared for 
traditional protests and civil disobedience.  Instead, 
let’s overwhelm them with a swarm of new tactics, 
any of which could go viral.  Don’t do things that 
exhaust your physical or emotional resources, and 
don’t get caught.

Occupy everything.  The reason that #OWS 
was so successful is that an occupation is not just 
a protest, but is a positive opening up of space 
that spawns new connections, makes resources 
available, and creates momentum.  Read up on 
university occupations that have been effective in 
anti-austerity struggles in California, New York, 
and farther afield like the U.K., Chile, and Greece.  
Occupations make us stronger while temporarily 
taking away territory from our opponents. (Varia-
tions:  flash occupations, classroom occupations, 
tent cities, and office occupations. Use your imagi-
nation.)


