
Austerity describes the state’s exploitation of an economic downturn to justify 
social cuts.  In Greece, the debt accrued by a succession of inept and corrupt 
politicians is the official reason for punishing the entire population with massive 
reductions in the minimum wage and health care/education/public transit 
spending.  But austerity isn’t being imposed only in Greece.  

At IU, austerity means:

The cynical use of the recession by the state government to 
justify massive cuts to the higher education budget ($59 
million in 2009 alone).  These cuts help fulfill long-standing 
plans to make IU less accessible to poor and working class 
students, and to further orient the university as a for-profit, 
privatized institution.

A 45% increase of in-state tuition in the past five years (from 
$2895 to $4216).

An 8% rise in some dormitory fees this year alone, as the 
administration attempts to create parallel tracks of “apartment-
style” luxury dorms for some wealthy students and “basic” 
dorms for everyone else.

The privatization of the campus bookstore by Barnes and 
Noble as textbook prices continue to rise.

On-again, off-again wage and salary freezes across the IU 
system, along with layoffs.

Public funding for IU’s budget has decreased from 47% to 19% in the past 
thirty years.  Students here are made to cover the difference, leaving Indiana 
the eighth most indebted state in terms of student loans; the average graduate 
here owes more than $27,000.  

Whether in Athens or Bloomington, the language of austerity is always the 
same.  President McRobbie: “We have to tighten our belts just like Hoosier 
families and businesses. I am fully confident that all of us will do our part.”

McRobbie evokes an illusory community to justify “shared” suffering.  
However, not only will the wealthy evade this suffering (McRobbie’s salary 
increased 12% this year to $533,120) but austerity justifies long-term 
structural changes targeting those who are already exploited and excluded.  
We are made to pay more and more for the privilege of being formed into 
productive and compliant workers.  Everywhere that austerity is imposed, 
police budgets must also be increased, to guarantee that those who don’t 
accept the ideological justifications can be coerced into accepting the new 
deprivations.

The global economic crisis has led to worldwide austerity, and in turn to 
the spread of mass resistance around the world: in Egypt, Chile, Greece, 
and India, to name a few places where people have responded combatively 
and with dignity to the lies and police batons that enforce “belt-tightening.” 
Our resistance at IU will necessarily look very different, but we should draw 
inspiration from their occupations, strikes, and mass assemblies.
                              I.U. (Indiana Uncontrollables)

aus·ter·i·ty
noun ( pl. -ties)
The 2010 Merriam-Webster word of the year.

Through rebellion,
we can transform this moment

from a crisis imposed on us
into a crisis we impose

on the world of work and austerity.
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