
Surprise: More people will be going to jail 
here in Monroe County

In November 2009 a lawsuit was settled between the Monroe County Jail and inmates, which 
effectively put a cap on the population of the jail. The lawsuit is set to expire Oct. 1 2011.

According to the lawsuit the Monroe County Jail was so overcrowded that many inmates were 
forced to sleep on the floor of the gymnasium. The overcrowding caused tension & violence 
among the inmates, dirty showers, poor living conditions, cold food, complete lack of recreation, 
and in general, unsafe and hazardous conditions. Under terms of the lawsuit settlement, when 
the jail’s capacity goes beyond 278 for more than 24 hours, or for three times during a week, the 

sheriff must reduce the numbers.

While maintaining a cap at the jail seemed to be an improvement for the life of those held in the 
jail, complaints continued about the conditions. One inmate wrote:

“…you are served inadequate portions of food (during most meals but especially breakfast) and 
your breakfast meal, unless it’s cold cereal, is always cold. The lunch and dinner trays vary – from 

being luke warm to cold (depending on how long the food sat in the carts).

…you change your orange shirt, pants, state towel and mattress cover once a week. The problem 
with this is that you’re forced to wear the same shirt and pants for a week and the clothes smell. 

Also, these jail clothes do not keep you warm at all.

….the nurses don’t really care to hear what ailments you may have unless you fill out a medical 
slip so that they can take $10 from you if and when you receive some money.”

Conditions in jail are always horrible and overcrowded. This is why a bigger, newer jail would 
just be a bigger, newer problem. The jail will be overcrowded, cap or no cap, as long as our police 
budget expands as every social program is cut; as long as government policies continue to attack 
the poor with their ordinances and surveillance; as long as the jail holds people who cannot 
afford to make bail. There are any number of solutions that those in power could take to reduce 
the problem of incarceration. The question is why do they not take such steps? Perhaps another 

inmate can answer:

“This jail doesn’t care nothing about us. We’re just money in the bank for 
them. The C.O.s here, well a lot of them are here just for a pay check.”

Along with the jail we could include the politicians, the police, the news media, and the courts. 
Each of these groupings stand to gain as a direct result of a more prison-like society because 
they derive their power and profits from criminalizing select portions of the population. They 
cannot empty the prisons because the prison is what keeps them in power, and the good citizens 
docile and afraid. The politicians and newspapers shout “crime wave,” striking fear into voters, 
increasing the number of police on our streets, increasing the amount of petty arrests in an 
endless cycle. But we know it’s our neighbours and friends that keep us safe and not the police.

The expiry of the jail cap is yet another instance of expanding incarceration. What we can do is 
show our opposition and support those inside by taking to the streets. 

Join in Sat. Oct 1st at 11am beginning at the  
farmers market. Bring instruments!



Take to the Streets!
Beginning at the farmers market, bring instruments

In November 2009 a lawsuit was settled between the Monroe County Jail 
and inmates, which effectively put a cap on the population of the jail at 278 

people. The agreement is set to expire Oct. 1 2011. 
In support of those being held inside and in opposition to the expanding 

incarceration in Bloomington,

Events and ways to get involved leading up to the march:
Fri Sep 2, eve - photo, art show and flyering on the square for First Friday

Sun Sep 4, 2p- movie at the Monroe County Library
Wed Sep 7, 7p - DMC meeting at the Monroe County Library


